
Swift Fox and the 
Parks Canada Agency 

Perspective
Pat Fargey Grasslands National Park



Talk Objectives

• Swift Fox as a metaphor of our Trans-boundary 
Reality

• Scan Horizon for other Trans-boundary issues



What about those swift foxes?



Distribution Prior to Reintroduction



Swift fox releases 1983-97
942 foxes

Climax
Val Marie







2005-06 Survey

• 100% of captured foxes were wild-born
• Canadian population unchanged (656 vs 647 )
• Montana population has increased from 221 to 515 

** Montana population spreading south while 
Canadian population is not spreading north
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How about Oil 
and Gas?



PFRA Pastures at 
least 1,873 km^2 







Will Coal Bed Methane look like this?



Research Needs

- Will be developing a proposal to look at the effects of 
O&G on Swift Fox
- Research on effects of wind farms on Sfox in North 
Valley County?
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Planning Scale?



Minimum Appropriate Planning Scale

Scale (km2)
102 103 104 105

?
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Species at Edge of Distribution
Foundation in Montana



Mormon Metalmark Butterfly
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Conclusions

• Tight ecological linkages North and South
• While have relatively intact ecosystems there are 
also significant threats
• Looking for opportunities to collaborate
• Sfox great illustration of the power of international 
cooperation in this region.
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